in oraer to prevent me conquest 01 jDcigium uy J_AJLUO Philippe, Prussia had proposed to the other four Great Powers to guarantee its perpetual neutrality, after the Swiss model. The kingdom was based on this neutralisation. Prussia was thus the first of the five godfathers at Belgium's cradle. A pattern of modern harmony, this treaty; firstly, as a voluntary declaration on oath of the inviolability of a coveted maiden; secondly, as a model for the United States of Europe, which means nothing more than an extension of the principle of neutralised states; thirdly, as an example of the unification of two nations of almost equal strength in a common menage in the heart of nationalist Europe. To crown all, the most democratic constitution of its age was that of Belgium itself.
But what, after all, is the most solemn of treaties but a scrap of paper, to be torn up when interests change ? Such was the view of Napoleon III, who wanted to take Belgium, and suggested to Bismarck recognition of the Norddeutscher Bund in return for his support in conquering Belgium. Bismarck refused, but kept France's incautious letter and sent it to England, whose neutrality he needed, when he began his subsequent campaign. At Sedan part of the besieged army could have escaped into Belgium, but the frontier was closed, and Napoleon lost his throne through the closed barrier of the land with whose banners he had thought to adorn it.
When, however, at the beginning of that war, the \ \             Belgian Minister had asked for a renewal of the guarantee
of neutrality, Bismarck had replied with no phrases about the protection of small nations or sworn treaties, but only with these undramatic words: "/ am surprised that a man of your acumen should think I could be so simple as to throw Belgium into France's arms"
To-day this was the clear purpose of the sealed letter to the German Minister. (Amid all the tragic circumstances occurred 'the comic one, that the head of the Belgian section in the Berlin Foreign Office was on leave, and had locked up his desk with the papers in it} leaving the
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